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CORRECTION: Please disregard a previous version of this release, which misspelled the names of 
two past winners of the H.G. Merriam Award. This release has the correct spellings.
Contact: Kelly Mortenson, Mansfield Library administration, (406) 243-6800.
UM LIBRARY BANQUET HONORS AUTHOR OF MONTANA LITERATURE
MISSOULA—
Great Falls author Dan Cushman, best know for his novel “Stay Away, Joe,” will receive the 
H.G. Merriam Award for Distinguished Contributions to Montana Literature Wednesday, April 22, 
during the Friends of the Mansfield Library Annual Spring Banquet at Missoula’s Holiday Inn 
Parkside.
The Friends of the Library, based at the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at The 
University of Montana-Missoula, has honored authors for contributions to Montana literature at each 
spring banquet since 1982.
Banquet tickets cost $17 per person, and reservations may be made by calling the library at 
(406) 243-6800. The dinner will offer Southwestern sirloin served with sun-dried tomato sauce or a 
vegetarian dish. Reservations should be made by April 15.
Published in 1953, “Stay Away, Joe” is about a family of French-Canadian Indians living in 
shiftless squalor on a Montana ranch. The government tries to improve their lot by giving them a 
small herd of cattle, but when the oldest son returns — a decorated veteran of two wars — the herd is 
quickly dissipated by reckless living. The book inspired an MGM movie, starring Elvis Presley, and 
a Broadway musical production titled “Whoop-Up.”
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A 1934 UM graduate, Cushman has published numerous books, including “The Old Copper 
Collar,” a story of turn-of-the-century Montana politics, and “Montana — The Gold Frontier,” a 
history of the state’s gold fields. Cushman’s “The Silver Mountain" was named the best historical 
novel of 1957 by the Western Writers of America.
Cushman has worked as a prospector, assayer, geologist, radio announcer and magazine and 
press correspondent, and he owns Stay Away Joe Publishers in Great Falls. In 1981, readers voted 
“Stay Away, Joe” their 1 lth-favorite book in a survey of 531 of the best books about Montana. UM 
history Professor Harry Fritz compiled the list in conjunction with the Montana Historical Society.
Past H.G. Merriam Award honorees are Richard Hugo, A.B. Guthrie Jr., Dorothy M. 
Johnson, Norman MacLean, Virginia Johnson, James Welch, William H. Forbis, K. Ross Toole, 
Mary Clearman Blew, William Kittredge, Ivan Doig, Barbara Corcoran, Merrill Burlingame, Wally 
McRae, Annick Smith, Mildred Walker and William Bevis.
Rick Newby of Helena, author of “Writing Montana: Literature Under the Big Sky,” will be 
master of ceremonies during the banquet. Members of UM’s Department of Music will provide 
music during the event.
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